
                      
 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      
   

TOP PLAYERS READY TO BLAST SERVES AT THE GARDEN! 
BNP PARIBAS SHOWDOWN RETURNS TO MADISON SQUARE GARDEN  

ON MONDAY, MARCH 5, 2012 
 

Maria Sharapova vs. Caroline Wozniacki 
Roger Federer vs. Andy Roddick  

 
Event Kicks Off “Tennis Night In America” 

 
New York, NY (September 9, 2011) - A huge night of tennis is in store for New York area tennis fans, with some of the 
world’s top players scheduled for the first tennis matches in the transformed Madison Square Garden on Monday, 
March 5th, 2012, as the BNP Paribas Showdown returns for its fifth year at the World’s Most Famous Arena.  The night 
starts with three-time Grand Slam champion Maria Sharapova against the World’s No. 1 women’s player, Caroline 
Wozniacki followed by the most decorated player of all time, Roger Federer, against long-time rival and former World 
No. 1 and US Open Champion Andy Roddick.  Both matches will be best of three sets.  
 
The BNP Paribas Showdown is produced by MSG Sports and StarGames. Tickets starting at $50.00 will go on sale 
October 3 @ 10:00 a.m. and can be purchased at the Madison Square Garden box office, online at www.thegarden.com 
and all Ticketmaster outlets.  For more information and an opportunity to sign up for pre-sale alerts prior to tickets 
going on sale fans can visit www.tennisshowdown.com.  
 
"Playing in Madison Square Garden has always been a dream of mine,” said Sharapova.  “Everyone wants to play there 
at least once in their career. I look forward to coming back to New York for the Showdown." 
 
Roddick added, "I have never had a chance to play at the Garden before and to play Roger there will make it a special 
night. I am really looking forward to a great event." 
 
"Madison Square Garden has an unparalleled history of great tennis with more than 80 years featuring some of the very 
best in the game in a unique arena setting," said Scott O'Neil, president, MSG Sports. "At the BNP Paribas Showdown on 
March 5th, Roger Federer, Andy Roddick, Maria Sharapova and Caroline Wozniacki will all grace The Garden court and 
entertain a very New York crowd joining the ranks of tennis greats featured at The World's Most Famous Arena." 
 
“Having four of the most popular tennis players of the past decade at the BNP Paribas Showdown should make for an 
exciting night of tennis for the New York fans. This lineup carries on the great tradition of tennis at Madison Square 
Garden and should form the basis for a great celebration of the sport on Tennis Night in America,” said Jerry Solomon, 
Executive Producer and President of StarGames. 
 
“Tennis Night in America” has annually marked the start of the tennis season in the United States and begins a month of 
professional events that include the BNP Paribas Open and Sony Ericsson Open. Last year Pete Sampras was the 
spokesman and over 700 tennis facilities across the country participated. 
 
Three-time Grand Slam singles champion and former World No. 1, Sharapova currently holds 24 career singles titles 
including the Australian Open, US Open and Wimbledon championship, and has been in five Grand Slam finals.  She 
started playing tennis at the age of 4 and is currently ranked No. 4 in the world and reached the World No. 1 ranking for 
the first time in August 2005 and last regained the ranking for the fourth time on May 19, 2008. The Women's Tennis 
Association (WTA) has ranked Sharapova World No. 1 in singles on four separate occasions. 
 
 

http://www.thegarden.com/
http://www.tennisshowdown.com/


 
Sharapova made her professional breakthrough in 2004 when, at age 17, she upset two-time defending champion and 
top seed Serena Williams in the 2004 Wimbledon final for her first Grand Slam singles title. Known for her interests 
beyond the court as well, Sharapova signed with IMG Models in 2003 and has been featured in a number of modeling 
assignments, including a feature in a Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue. 
 
Making her professional debut in 2005 eight days after her 15th birthday, a loss to Patty Schnyder in the first round at 
Cincinnati. Wozniacki currently holds the World No. 1 ranking becoming the 20th player in WTA history to hold the top 
ranking.  She has held the top spot for 46 weeks.  The 21 year-old Denmark native was awarded the 2008 WTA 
Newcomer of the Year award and holds 18 career singles titles. 
 
Sharapova currently holds a 3-2 advantage in head-to-head matchups with Wozniacki.  They have each beaten the other 
in 2011. 
 
Considered to be one of the greatest players of all-time Roger Federer is currently the No. 3 player in the world and a 
former World No. 1 player who held the No. 1 position for a record 237 consecutive weeks (2/2/04 - 8/18/08) and 285 
weeks overall.  
 
Federer, who makes his return to Madison Square Garden after facing Pete Sampras in 2008 in front of a sold out 
crowd,  has won a men's record 16 Grand Slam singles titles. He is one of seven male players to capture the career 
Grand Slam and the only male player in tennis history to have reached the title match of each Grand Slam tournament at 
least five times. 
 
Federer has appeared in an unprecedented 23 career Grand Slam finals, of which 10 were consecutive appearances, and 
appeared in 18 of 19 finals over the four and a half years from the 2005 Wimbledon Championships through the 2010 
Australian Open, the lone exception being the 2008 Australian Open. 
 
Roddick is a former World No. 1 player and led the United States to the Davis Cup title in 2007. He is currently the 
second highest-ranked American player with a World No. 21 ranking.  Known for his extremely powerful serve, Roddick 
held the world record for the fastest serve at 155 mph between 2004 and 2011.  
 
The Nebraska native has 30 career singles titles and he won his only Grand Slam the title at the 2003 US Open, defeating 
Juan Carlos Ferrero in the finals, which currently makes him the last North American male player to win a grand slam 
singles event. 
 
Federer and Roddick played each other in an epic Wimbledon final in 2009 where the victory over the No. 6 seeded 
Roddick gave Federer his 15th Grand Slam singles championship breaking a tie with Pete Sampras for the most in 
history.  The five-set marathon lasted four hours and 16 minutes. 
 
The Madison Square Garden Arena has been host to some of the greatest matches and biggest names in the sport for 
more than 80 years.  The men’s and women’s yea-end tour championships took place at The Garden from 1977-1989 
and 1979 - 2000 respectively and featured the likes of Björn Borg and Martina Navratilova. 
 
After an eight year hiatus professional tennis returned to The World’s Most Famous Arena on March 10, 2008 with the 
sold-out NetJets Showdown between World No. 1 Roger Federer and former Grand Slam record holder Pete Sampras. 
 
The following year women’s tennis returned to The Garden with the BNP Paribas Showdown for the Billie Jean King Cup 
in 2009 and 2010.  Players who have participated include: Serena Williams, Venus Williams, Kim Clijsters, Ana Ivanovic, 
Svetlana Kuznetsova and Jelena Jankovic.  Last year four legends of the game took to the court when Ivan Lendl squared 
off against John McEnroe followed by Andre Agassi and Pete Sampras. 
 

 
HEAD-TO-HEAD STATS LOCATED BELOW 
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About BNP Paribas 
BNP Paribas (www.bnpparibas.com) is the Eurozoneôs leading bank in terms of deposits, and one of the 10 most important banks in 
the world in terms of net banking income, equity capital and market value. Furthermore, it is one of the 6 strongest banks in the 
world according to Standard & Poor's. With a presence in 85 countries and more than 205,000 employees, 165,200 of which in Europe 
and 15,000 in the United States, BNP Paribas is a global-scale European leader in financial services. It holds key positions in its three 
activities: Retail banking, Investment Solutions and Corporate & Investment Banking. BNP Paribas also has a significant presence in 
the United States and strong positions in Asia and the emerging markets. This year, BNP Paribas celebrates its 37th anniversary of its 
partnership with tennis. Since 1973, BNP Paribas has been actively involved with the sport and has consistently strengthened its 
commitment since then to support it both locally and worldwide.  BNP Paribas has historically been a privileged partner in all aspects 
of tennis: as an Official Sponsor of the French Open for 37 years, and a sponsor of the Davis Cup by BNP Paribas since 2001, of the 
Fed Cup by BNP Paribas since 2005, and of the BNP Paribas Masters since 1986, as well as other major international tournaments 
including the BNP Paribas Open in Indian Wells, WTA Bank of the West Classic in California, Master Series Monte Carlo, BNP Paribas 
Womenôs Open in Strasbourg and Grand Prix de Lyon. 
 
The Madison Square Garden Company 
The Madison Square Garden Company is a fully-integrated sports, media and entertainment business. The company is comprised of 
three business segments: MSG Sports, MSG Media and MSG Entertainment, which are strategically aligned to work together to drive 
the company's overall business, which is built on a foundation of iconic venues and compelling content that the company creates, 
produces, presents and/or distributes through its programming networks and other media assets. MSG Sports consists of owning and 
operating sports franchises, including the New York Knicks (NBA), the New York Rangers (NHL), the New York Liberty (WNBA), and 
the Connecticut Whale (AHL). MSG Sports also features the presentation of a wide variety of live sporting events including professional 
boxing, college basketball, track and field and tennis, as well as MSG Action Sports, an action sports and lifestyle division. MSG Media 
is a leader in production and content development for multiple distribution platforms, including content originating from MSG's venues. 
MSG Media consists of the MSG Networks (MSG, MSG Plus, MSG HD and MSG Plus HD) regional sports networks and the Fuse 
Networks (Fuse and Fuse HD), a national television network dedicated to music. MSG Entertainment is one of the country's leaders in 
live entertainment. MSG Entertainment creates, produces and/or presents a variety of live productions, including the Radio City 
Christmas Spectacular featuring the Radio City Rockettes. MSG Entertainment also presents or hosts other live entertainment events 
such as concerts, family shows and special events in MSG's diverse collection of venues. These venues include Madison Square 
Garden, Radio City Music Hall, the Theater at Madison Square Garden, the Beacon Theatre, the Chicago Theatre and the Wang 
Theatre. More information is available at www.themadisonsquaregardencompany.com. 
 
StarGames, LLC (www.stargamesinc.com) is a fully integrated sports marketing, management and entertainment company based 
outside of Boston, MA. Now in its 17th year, StarGames represents current and former professional athletes, produces original content 
for mass media distribution, operates its own broadband television channels and produces live and made for television events. In 
2008, StarGames orchestrated the return of tennis to Madison Square Garden with the NetJets Showdown and has turned that into an 
annual celebration for the sport including two competitions for the Billie Jean King Cup. More recently, StarGames has launched the 
Ivan Lendl International Junior Tennis Academy in Hilton Head Island, in conjunction with Junior Sports Corporation, for elite junior 
athletes, produced the second season of World of Tennis presented by BNP Paribas and turned the Caesars Tribute figure skating show 

into an annual salute to the worldôs most popular winter sport. 

 
 

CONTACTS:        Dan Schoenberg, MSG (212) 465-6367 ï daniel.schoenberg@thegarden.com   
Larry Torres, MSG (212) 631-5178 ï larry.torres@thegarden.com   
Jessica Smyser, StarGames (781) 224-9655 - jessica@stargamesinc.com 
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WOZNIACKI VS. SHARAPOVA ς HEAD TO HEAD 
YEAR  EVENT                     SURFACE      ROUND WINNER           SCORE    

2008        DOHA                        HARD              Q       M.Sharapova        6-0 6-1 
2008        ROME                        CLAY               R16          M.Sharapova       6-4 7-6 
2010        US OPEN                   HARD               R16          C.Wozniacki        6-3 6-4 
2011        INDIAN WELLS       HARD               S               C.Wozniacki        6-1 6-2 
2011        ROME                        CLAY               S               M.Sharapova        7-5 6-3 

 
FEDERER VS. RODDICK ς HEAD TO HEAD 
YEAR  EVENT    SURFACE  ROUND WINNER   SCORE 
2010 BASEL    HARD  S R. FEDERER 6-2, 6-4   
2009 WIMBLEDON   GRASS  F R. FEDERER 5-7, 7-6(6), 7-6(5), 3-6, 16-14 
2009 ATP WORLD TOUR ς MADRID CLAY  Q R. FEDERER 7-5, 6-7(5), 6-1 
2009 ATP WORLD TOUR ς MIAMI  HARD  Q R. FEDERER 6-3, 4-6, 6-4 
2009 AUSTRALIAN OPEN  HARD  S R. FEDERER 6-2, 7-5, 7-5 
2008 ATP MASTERS SERIES ς MIAMI HARD  Q A. RODDICK 7-6(4), 4-6, 6-3 
2007 TENNIS MASTER CUP  HARD  RR R. FEDERER 6-4, 6-2 
2007 US OPEN    HARD  Q R. FEDERER 7-6(5), 7-6(4), 6-2 
2007 AUSTRALIAN OPEN  HARD  S R. FEDERER 6-4, 6-0, 6-2 
2006 TENNIS MASTERS CUP ς CHINA HARD  RR R. FEDERER 4-6, 7-6(8), 6-4 
2006 US OPEN    HARD  F R. FEDERER 6-2, 4-6, 7-5, 6-1 
2005 ATP MASTERS SERIES ς CINCY HARD  F R. FEDERER 6-3, 7-5 
2005 WIMBLEDON   GRASS  F R. FEDERER 6-2, 7-6(2), 6-4 
2004 BANGKOK   HARD  F R. FEDERER 6-4, 6-0 
2004 ATP MASTERS SERIES ς CANADA HARD  F R. FEDERER 7-5, 6-3 
2004 WIMBLEDON   GRASS  F R. FEDERER 4-6, 7-5, 7-6(3), 6-4 
2003 TENNIS MASTERS CUP ς HOUSTON HARD  S R. FEDERER 7-6(2), 6-2 
2003 ATP MASTERS SERIES ς CANADA HARD  S A. RODDICK 6-4, 3-6, 7-6(3) 
2003 WIMBLEDON   GRASS  S R. FEDERER 7-6(6), 6-3, 6-3 
2002 BASEL    CARPET  Q R. FEDERER 7-6(5), 6-1 
2002 SYDNEY    HARD  S R. FEDERER 7-6(3), 6-4 
2001 BASEL    CARPET  Q R. FEDERER 3-6, 6-3, 7-6(5) 
 


